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" HEATTH SERVICES PRAIGED, CRITICIZED

At a recent 2-day meeting, delegates from various health organizations
of the RSFSR reported on the state of health services within their regioms.

In general, much has besn acsompiished in the vay of improving the hoalth-
sexvice metwork. Mors than 16,000 dostors-have attonded and completed various
specialization courses. IMore than 93 percent of that number are now eerving
ir various oblast and municipal health vrganmizatious. Ths quality of medical
aid bas improved greatly due to the unificatior of hospitals and polyclinics.
All these momgurs# bave dope much to lower the namber of erroneons diagnoses
end deaths.

5 However, thers is no doubt thst the health and medical gerviges could be
much more offisient. There appears to be & lack of interest in child welfars,
particularly in the Tambov and Smolensk oblasts of the Tatar ASSR. In those
oblaste there are s%ill too many children suffering from dysentery and
pulmonary diseeces . :

Much remaips to be done in the rural communities, and only about a third .
of them have any semblance of operatiopal dispensaries for ambulatory cases.

Recoastruction and construction of rayon medical faclilities 18 progresa-
ing alowiy. and it was suggested that the Ministry REFSR is not attending to .
this matter properly. Several of the reports submitted noted that 1t was
algo necessary o iEpresc various ministries of industrial enterprises with
the importance of building an effective network of mediocal services.

Although the unificatior of hospitals and polyciinics has done mash %o
improve ssrvices, more than 41 percent of the poiyolisics and 19 percent of
the hospitele are not unified. Some of tne reports werned of the dangor
underlying pocr administrative crganization in the unificaticn progrem. ¥re-
quently, wnification seems to have provcesded satisfactorily until sudden
uaforseen events indicated otherwise. Mach of the blams rests om inefficient
govermment health imspectors. It 1s no exaggeration to state that only five
or six of the 918 imspectors bave a good grasp of the gemeral over-all sitoa-
tiom.
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~Little bas-been Gons to socguaint oblast and rayon organizations with the
: i particalar nseds. of .the oblast or rayon. @his has been the reason:for wuch of
> the inefficlent performance of some of the northern mtional okrvgs euch. as:
/ ’ "I‘aym, !’an.lo—!mte, Kur;n.k, etc.

RS

; . . s In nny cases it Wag noticed that 1cal pipulaticns were not socquainted . ) .
e . " ..with the various madical services aveilable., It vas'not umtil X. N, Litvinov : B
X : - ‘bocame the chief of ‘he Sanitation Department, Ministryof Heslth UBSR, that : ‘
anything was dono to improve the .ganitation and. antiepidemiological network of
~the verious oblasts and rayons. In soms cases the local: apothecary administra-
tion and apothecery offipes have been unsble. to supply neceseLry wedicines and . .
medical rmppliea : 1

Ruch oriticien was directed tovard-the iein Administration for Higher
Hedical Sohools, which ‘Ius mot be»-: Pauct’oniLg’ properly.

: Ie. I Sninov, uinistor of Health’ UBS’R one .of ‘the delsgates to. tus mest-
‘ing, ewmwd np the resoluticns as follows: "It is:not enough that hospitals
" 'amnd polyolinics be united. It is necessary. to have these unified enterprises
+ founded on & weli~conceived adminismtrative plsu, . The Ministry RSFER ghould
. soguaint itgelf with the individmal) problems of each regiom, ani should be
. Poady to ald with men, money, and eguirment. There must be improved ayea:lal' )
ized medical service avallableo to the inhabitants at ths various rayon.. :
canters. Madical ald to rural communities mmst be imprured, and the role of
the surgeon ‘s aseistant mmst be made aore important . ~Medical schools mast
learn that they a0 not have to sacrifice quality for gquantity but rathsr streéss
the fact that one jualified doctor can 4o more than & dozen unqualified doctors.
Fipsnlly, there must be greater cooperaticm between the sductationsl institntions
and the doctors and practi*ioners in the field."
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